SPRING SCHOOL 2026 provisional programme - v22Sept2026

Day 1: Tuesday 27 October, Wits School of Public Health

8.30-9 Registration
9-9.30 Why does the field of migration & health matter in Africa?
Introductions & setting the scene A/Prof Jo Vearey & Dr Langa Mlotshwa
African Centre for Migration & Society (ACMS), Wits
9.30-11 Health is political, migration is political: where to next?
Facilitator: Dr Langa Mlotshwa, ACMS, Wits
9.30-10 Health is political: setting an African agenda for the right to | Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng
health Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health
School of Public Health, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Center for Global Health Policy & Politics, Georgetown University, USA
10-10.30 Migration & Health in South(ern) Africa: a global health [TBC]
priority
10.30- 11 Facilitated discussion
11-11.30 Break
11.30-1 Global to local perspectives of migration and health research and action
Facilitator: A/Prof Jo Vearey, ACMS, Wits
11.30-11.50 | The global picture of migration & health research: agendas | Dr Miriam Orcutt

to action

Senior Research Fellow in Health Systems and Policy
University College London Global Business School for Health
Online
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11.50-12.10 | Migration and health in the African Union Ibrahima Amadou Dia
Director, African Centre for the Study and Research on Migration (ACSRM)
African Union Commission (AUC)

12.10-12.30 | The importance of cross-border collaborations for [TBC]

migration & health in Southern Africa: research & action
12.30 -1 Facilitated discussion
1-2 Lunch
2-3.15 Researching & responding to migration & health: an intersectional approach

Facilitator: Dr Langa Mlotshwa, ACMS, Wits

2-2.45 Why an intersectional approach matters Professor Anuj Kapilashrami
Director, Centre for Global Health & Intersectional Equity Research, University of
Essex
Online

2.45-3.15 Facilitated discussion

3.15 - Introducing group project

3.30

3.30-4 Break
4-5 Group project
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Day 2: Wednesday 28 October, Wits School of Public Health

9-10.30 Health systems in a mobile world
Facilitator: A/Prof Jo Vearey, ACMS, Wits
9-9.20 Universal health coverage in the context of migration and Dr Santino Severoni
displacement: a cosmopolitan perspective Department of Health and Migration, Health and Migration Programme, Division of
Universal Health Coverage and Healthier Populations, WHO, Geneva, Switzerland
Online
9.20-9.40 The importance of intersectoral action to advance the Dr Kolitha Wickramage
migration and health agenda Executive Director MHADRI
Associate Researcher, ACMS, Wits
Online
9.40-10 Health systems and Universal Healthcare Coverage (UHC) Speaker TBC
in South Africa: what does this mean for migration? Centre for Health Policy, Wits University
10-10.30 Facilitated discussion
10.30- 11 Break
11-12.30 | Internal migration and health in South Africa
Facilitator: TBC
11-11.30 Statistics South Africa: what do we know? Diego lturralde
Chief Director: Demography and Population Statistic
Statistics SA
11.30-12 The Migrant Health Follow-Up Study Dr Carren Ginsburg
School of Public Health, Wits




SPRING SCHOOL 2026 provisional programme - v22Sept2026

12-12.30 Facilitated discussion
12.30-1.30 Lunch
1.30-3 Methods, ethics and justice: a panel discussion exploring ways to research, use & communicate evidence for action

A facilitated conversation about varied methodological approaches with experts working in the field of migration & health

3-3.30 Break

3.30-5 Group project
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Day 3: Thursday 29 October, Wits School of Governance - High-level policy dialogue

Migration, Urbanisation and People's Health: Responding to Urban Crises through Evidence, Policy and Practice

8.30-10.15
Chair: Sasha Stevenso, Director, SECTION27

Setting the Scene: Migration, Urbanisation and Health in South Africa

Migration and Urbanisation in South Africa

Diego lturralde
Statistics SA

How Mobility Shapes the Health System

Dr Moeketsi Modisenyane
NdoH

What the SA Health Review Tells Us

Dr Ntombi Sigwebela
Health Systems Trust

Health Equity, Rights and Migration

Carol Lemekwana
Lawyers for Human Rights

Facilitated discussion

10.15-10.45 Break

10.45 -

11.50 Chair: Dr Langa Mlotshwa, ACMS, Wits

"Lived Realities": Urban Spaces, Mobility and Young People's Everyday Health

Urban unemployment, food insecurity, mental wellbeing
and survival strategies

Dr Simone Plug
Nurture4Youth, AHRI

Employment, Economic Insecurity and Young People's
Health

Dr Aron Tesfai
GRABS
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The role of secure housing, documentation and urban TBC

health

Facilitated discussion

11.50-12.35 Break

12.35-2 Living Through Crisis: Addressing Gendered Violence and Mental Health Among Migrants
Chair: Dr Carren Ginsburg, School of Public Health, Wits

Mental Health among Mobile Population Prof Ingrid Palmary
University of Johannesburg

Masculinities, Violence and Health: How changing gender TBC
norms influence health

Gender-based violence and urban inequality TBC
From Evidence to Action: Building Healthier and More Prof Lorena Nunez Carrasco
Inclusive Cities for Mobile Populations Head of School of Social Sciences, Wits University

Facilitated discussion

2-2.30 Break

2.30-5 Group project
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Day 4: Friday 30 October, Wits School of Public Health

9-10.30 Researching migration & health for policy change: what comes next?
Facilitators: Dr Lucy Khofi, ACMS, Wits
Facilitated session
10.30 - 11 Break
11 -12.45 | Data, evidence and action: forums and functions
Facilitator: Dr Sostina Matina, ACMS, Wits
11-11.25 Migration and health data & evidence A/Prof Soorej Jose Puthoopparambil
Global Health & Migration Unit, Uppsala University, Sweden
Head: WHO Collaborating Centre of Migration & Health Data & Evidence
Co-Lead: ARUA-Guild CoRE in Migraiton & Health
online
11.25-11.50 | Migration as a social determinant of health: qualitative A/Prof Nicola Christofides
research approaches Head: Health & Society
School of Public Health, Wits
11.50-12.15 | Health economics: perspective on migration, health & Dr Darshini Govindasamy
financing Director : SAMRC/Wits Centre for Health Economics and Decision Science -
PRICELESS SA
A Division of Wits Health Consortium, WITS School of Public Health
Faculty of Health Sciences, Wits
12.15-12.45 | Facilitated discussion
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12.45-1.45 Lunch
1.45 - Group assignment presentations
3.15
Group presentations and feedback
3.15 - Wrap-up and closing

3.30




